
 
Candidate Questionnaire for Endorsement 

 

1. Tells us a little bit about yourself, why you are running for office and what are your top 

priorities?  

 

I was born and raised in Greeley and come from a working class family. I want to ensure 

that all Coloradans have access to the quality of life our state has to offer. This means 

access to good jobs, a good education, and to their elected officials. 

 

2. For our organization co-governance is critical in order for us to change the status quo in 

politics in our state. What is your plan for working with community if elected and what is 

your vision for co-governance? 

 

In 2015 I became the first openly gay elected official to the Greeley City Council. I 

believe one of the pillars of democracy is people having access to their elected officials. I 

was the first Councilmember to ever host a monthly town hall so that my constituents 

always knew a time they could talk to me. I also provided a monthly newsletter in 

English and Spanish to update my community on their local governments happenings. 

This transparency and accessibility will continue while I serve as State Representative. 

 

3. Would you support moving Colorado to a just and equitable transition that moves 

Colorado to 100% Renewable Energy economy? If yes, explain your position, timeline, 

how, and if you would prioritize the voices of communities of color and workers in this 

transition and how you would advance this issue once in office.  

 

Yes I would support moving Colorado to a 100% renewable energy economy. Living in 

Weld County, the most fracked county in the nation, I understand that there are many that 

depend on oil and gas for employment, my father included. This gives me a perspective 

of understanding that as Colorado moves towards renewable energy resources, we have 

to make sure we create retraining programs for people coming out of the oil and gas 

industry and into the renewable energy industry. 

 

4. What is your position on trade, specifically on NAFTA and TPP? How would you work 

to ensure trade deals protect workers both in the US and abroad? 



I believe it is important for the US to have trade agreements with other countries that are 

not written to only benefit big business or corporations but that benefit the workers. As a 

union member I understand how important it is to protect worker’s rights and I will make 

sure we are doing it in a way that betters the community as a whole. 

 

5. Payday lenders who charge interest rates of +200% APR trap more than 12 million 

Americans in a cycle of debt and desperation each year. Will you support a 36% interest 

rate cap (Initiative 126 proposes this change as a ballot measure, would you publicly 

endorse and support this initiative)? How would you work to ensure and strengthen 

consumer protections? Additionally, how will you ensure banks, credit unions, and 

alternative lenders are equitably distributing lines of credit and resources to all people?  

 

I will support Initiative 126. I will work with experts to find unique solutions and 

legislation to ensure and strengthen consumer protections. 

 

6. What policies do you support to ensure corporations and the 1% pay their fair share in 

taxes, and how would you address the increasing wealth disparity? Do you support 

repealing the GOP tax cuts on billionaires and corporations?  

 

I support repealing the GOP tax cuts on billionaires and corporations. When all pay their 

fair share we are able to equalize the distribution of wealth and rebuild the middle class. 

 

7. What kind of policies would you propose to address the fact that communities of color 

have been disproportionately the victims of state sanctioned violence perpetrated by 

police and our prison system? 

 

I would address the school to prison pipeline and work to reform the systematic racism in 

our criminal justice system. As a Greeley City Councilmember I ensured de-escalation 

training were included in our police departments onboarding  training programs. 

 

8. Would you support eliminating state preemption to allow cities and counties the ability to 

raise their minimum wage at a higher level than that of the state? What do you think the 

minimum wage should be? 

 

I would support eliminating the state preemption. I believe the minimum wage should be 

a livable wage and increase with inflation. 

 

9. What policies would you move forward to protect all immigrants, documented or not, and 

refugees? Do you support a path to citizenship for all undocumented immigrants, not just 

those with DACA? Would you support Colorado becoming a sanctuary state?  



I would work to ensure that the Driver’s License program for undocumented residents 

would be expanded. I would also work to repeal the anti-immigration policies passed in 

the 2006 special session. I support a path to citizenship for all undocumented immigrants. 

I believe that when the federal government is unwilling to act on an issue then it is up to 

state and local governments to act and protect people’s civil liberties. 

 

10. FEDERAL: How would you work to stop increased funding to internal immigration 

enforcement and border enforcement? Would you work to divest from these agencies? 

How would you publicly fight to stop family separation? 

 

I would support legislation that would prevent state and local agencies from coordinating 

with federal immigration enforcement and efforts. I have been a leader on the Greeley 

City Council on immigrant rights and I will continue to do so as a State Legislator. 

 

11. What would you do to ensure that affordable housing options are accessible in our state 

and how would you define who is eligible for affordable housing? Would you work to 

ensure that for any new development, a percentage of housing is affordable? What would 

that percent be? Do you support allowing local governments to control housing costs?  

 

 Affordable housing is an issue facing a majority of the state. Northern Colorado is one of 

the fastest growing regions in the state. I would hope to serve on the Local Government 

Affairs committee and work with experts to find unique solutions to solve our housing 

problems. 

 

12. How would you ensure that all people have access to comprehensive health care, 

including accessible mental health services, habilitative/rehabilitative services, long-term 

care, and dental/vision? 

 

I will work to ensure the Affordable Care Act is protected and that our state is working to 

ensure safe and affordable access to healthcare. 

 

13. What steps would you take to dismantle systemic white supremacy? How do you see 

systematic white supremacy negatively impacting your life?  

 

I got involved in politics because growing up in Greeley I never heard my voice being 

represented. Growing up in this conservative area, I have been discriminated against my 

entire life. I am running because I want to ensure that Greeley, Evans, and Garden City 

has the type of leadership that reflects the people. Being a gay, Latina, woman in a 

position of power, I would be dismantling systematic white supremacy. I want to ensure 



that the next generation has an example of what they could be and help them reach their 

fullest potential and continue to fight back against white supremacy. 

 


