
 

Candidate Questionnaire for Endorsement 

 

1. Tells us a little bit about yourself, why you are running for office and what are your top 

priorities?  

 

As a veteran, community advocate, and a parent, I know what it means to put the country 

and community first. I worked construction jobs to put myself through college and then 

used my veterans benefits to get through law school. Over the past decade, I have been a 

veterans and community advocate, working to bring the new VA hospital to Aurora and 

providing hundreds of hours of pro-bono legal work for local organizations. It’s time for 

a new generation of leadership in this country. I will fight for students, seniors, 

communities of color, and working families who are denied a level playing field due to 

Washington special interests and the politicians that are in their pockets. My top priorities 

for the people of the 6th will be addressing economic inequality in our community, 

reforming the campaign finance system, and fighting for universal healthcare coverage.  

 

2. For our organization co-governance is critical in order for us to change the status quo in 

politics in our state. What is your plan for working with community if elected and what is 

your vision for co-governance? 

 

One of the main tenets of my campaign, and a core personal belief, is servant leadership. 

In government, that means that politicians must exclusively represent the people in their 

district. It’s one of the reasons I’ve refused corporate PAC money. Throughout the past 

15 months, I’ve been talking and, more importantly, listening to people about issues they 

are most concerned about. We’ve worked hard to build a campaign that has input from 

everyone and I plan on continuing that in office. I’ve made a pledge to hold at least four 

town halls a year in office, so constituents have equal access to their member of 

Congress. I have also pledged to keep a public schedule, so folks back home know 

exactly who I am meeting with when I am in DC. I will also work with local elected 

officials and community leaders to receive their input on relevant policies and will use 

the bully pulpit of my position to help advance progressive agendas at the local and state 

level.  Finally, I’ve committed to building a congressional office that reflects the diversity 

of this community because I firmly believe that your team has to reflect the community 

that you serve.   

 



3. Would you support moving Colorado to a just and equitable transition that moves 

Colorado to 100% Renewable Energy economy? If yes, explain your position, timeline, 

how, and if you would prioritize the voices of communities of color and workers in this 

transition and how you would advance this issue once in office.  

 

Climate change poses an existential threat to our world.  Fighting climate change is not 

only an imperative for the planet, but it will help protect our air, water, and public lands. 

Here in Colorado, where we now have over 65,000 jobs in the clean energy sector, we 

know how new energy development can help our economy and grow the jobs of the 

future. I will fight to transition Colorado to 50% clean energy by 2030 and 100% by 

2050. To do this, I will promote investment in smart grid technology and protect rebates, 

low-interest loans, and tax incentives for industry transitioning to clean energy. I will also 

fight to provide tax incentives for individuals making changes in their own lives, such as 

installing solar panels and energy efficiency upgrades for their home or autos. We also 

must be aware that environmental issues, from clean water to climate change, 

disproportionately affect people of color. That is why I support giving local communities 

more say in siting, setback, and health concerns related to new oil and natural gas wells, 

ensuring that local residents have the greatest voice in deciding what is best for their 

community. 

 

4. Payday lenders who charge interest rates of +200% APR trap more than 12 million 

Americans in a cycle of debt and desperation each year. Will you support a 36% interest 

rate cap (Initiative 126 proposes this change as a ballot measure, would you publicly 

endorse and support this initiative)? How would you work to ensure and strengthen 

consumer protections? Additionally, how will you ensure banks, credit unions, and 

alternative lenders are equitably distributing lines of credit and resources to all people?  

 

Yes, I support Initiative 126 and will fight against predatory lending practices that stack 

the deck against working families. I have released an Economic Mobility & Consumer 

Protection Plan that addresses these issues in more detail. We must fight for good wages, 

benefits, and educational opportunities, ensuring that our economy provides opportunities 

for all people to move up the economic ladder. This work includes cracking down on 

predatory economic behaviors like payday lending, unregulated student loan servicing, 

and for-profit colleges that fail to deliver value to students. I will work to pass legislation 

that ensures banks provide financing to all qualified borrowers and penalizes lenders for 

discrimination against borrowers. To help facilitate these protections, I support protecting 

and strengthening the CFPB and Obama-era rules that protect consumers, including 

banking regulations and forced arbitration clauses in consumer agreements. 

 

5. What policies do you support to ensure corporations and the 1% pay their fair share in 

taxes, and how would you address the increasing wealth disparity? Do you support 

repealing the GOP tax cuts on billionaires and corporations?  

 



The Trump Tax Plan was the wrong move for this country and will further widen the 

growing economic gap in the country. If elected I will work to replace the Trump Tax 

Plan with a plan that rewards work, not wealth.  We have learned through history that a 

tax structure that invests in people, families, and infrastructure promotes economic 

growth, increases upward mobility and strengthens the middle class. Tax reform must 

focus on helping the middle-class and ensure that corporations and the ultra-wealthy pay 

their fair share. One simple way to do this, and a first step, is by raising the Social 

Security tax cap. To help families, we should protect property tax deductions that make 

home ownership accessible to more Coloradans. We also must better support small 

businesses through tax structures that promotes re-investment, hiring, and better wages 

for workers.  

 

6. What kind of policies would you propose to address the fact that communities of color 

have been disproportionately the victims of state sanctioned violence perpetrated by 

police and our prison system? 

Mass incarceration in the U.S. is a human rights issue. Mass incarceration, unequal 

application of the justice system based on race and class, and the long-term impacts of 

incarceration on employment, housing, and re-integration point to a criminal justice 

system in need of reform. By shifting money away from incarceration and towards more 

funding for law enforcement training and collaboration with communities, communities 

are safer. Spending money on better technology and more law enforcement officers is 

estimated to be four times as effective at reducing crime than the same amount of money 

invested in incarceration. Implicit bias training, paired with holding officers accountable, 

is important to unnecessary reducing police violence disproportionately effecting 

community of color. Further, many Americans in prison today are incarcerated for non-

violent offenses that carry harsh and unnecessary mandatory sentences. As a result, we’ve 

seen a steady expansion of the prison population, which ultimately costs taxpayers 

billions, and tears apart families and communities. Reducing mandatory minimums will 

allow judges to consider individual factors to ensure that the punishment fits the crime. 

Sentencing rules discriminate against people of color fostering an unfair justice system. 

Additional information may be found in my Criminal Justice Reform Plan, included with 

this submission.  

7. Would you support eliminating state preemption to allow cities and counties the ability to 

raise their minimum wage at a higher level than that of the state? What do you think the 

minimum wage should be? 

 

The issue of state preemption is not a matter of federal law, but I do support that measure.  

As the cost of living increases, American workers need more money to pay for 

everything from housing to groceries. It is imperative that minimum wage is a living 

wage. To look out for everyone, we should increase the federal minimum wage to $15 an 

hour. Cost of living has changed differently across states and many states and cities have 

taken working-poverty into their own hands, raising the minimum wage. We should 

applaud their efforts as we fight for $15 on the national level.  



 

8. What policies would you move forward to protect all immigrants, documented or not, and 

refugees? Do you support a path to citizenship for all undocumented immigrants, not just 

those with DACA? Would you support Colorado becoming a sanctuary state?  

 

There should be a path to legalization through permanent resident status and ultimately 

the right to apply for American citizenship for all those who want to follow the law and 

who contribute to our community. For those who want to strengthen our nation and to 

provide for their families, we can find a way to welcome them. At the same time, we 

must protect DACA recipients from this Administration’s indifference towards their 

livelihoods and stop Republicans from playing political games with peoples’ lives. In 

Congress, I will also fight to pass the DREAM Act. Lastly, I believe that we should be 

working to ensure that all members of their community, including undocumented 

immigrants, are safe and that Trump administration enforcement efforts do not tear 

families apart or undermine the trust between local law enforcement and the community. 

I believe sanctuary states are a reasonable solution that should be consider when trying to 

solve this important issue. 

 

9. FEDERAL: How would you work to stop increased funding to internal immigration 

enforcement and border enforcement? Would you work to divest from these agencies? 

How would you publicly fight to stop family separation? 

 

Leadership comes from the top. We need Congressional leaders to exercise their 

oversight power to hold our agencies accountable for immoral policies and overreach. 

Our immigration enforcement agencies have become rogue agencies under this 

administration and its time that Congress reasserts its oversight role and reins them in. 

When children are being forcibly separated from their parents, something has gone 

terribly wrong in the executive branch. Winning back Congress so we can control the 

funding of these agencies and stop the misguided enforcement priorities is critical.  In 

addition, I would fight for hearings (including subpoenaing agency heads) to hold them 

accountable for reuniting families as quickly as possible. Congress can wield significant 

power through budget and oversight functions, but our current GOP majority is shirking 

these responsibilities. If we can take the majority in the US House, we can begin to assert 

these roles and responsibilities to hold agencies accountable. 

 

10. What would you do to ensure that affordable housing options are accessible in our state 

and how would you define who is eligible for affordable housing? Would you work to 

ensure that for any new development, a percentage of housing is affordable? What would 

that percent be? Do you support allowing local governments to control housing costs?   

 

Ensuring that everyone has access to affordable housing is critical to the strength of our 

economy and the social fabric of our nation. Colorado, especially residents of the 6th 



district, has serious issues of housing accessibility. Local initiatives are important to 

affordability, such as public housing projects, rent controls, and minimum amounts of 

affordable housing in new developments. On the federal level, the Low Income Housing 

Tax Credit (LIHTC) was created to ensure quality affordable housing across the country. 

We should enact the Cantwell-Hatch bill that would increase the amount of credits 

available under the LIHTC program by 50% and create an additional 400,000 affordable 

housing units nationally, including almost ten thousand units in Colorado. We also must 

rethink about who needs housing assistance. For over half the families in the middle-

income range (between 80-140% of the area median income), the household rent cost 

burden is far above the 30% of monthly income target. It is important that we consider 

these groups during our policy processes to ensure that all middle-income families have 

quality housing.  Please see my Housing Affordability plan for additional details on this 

issue.   

 

11. How would you ensure that all people have access to comprehensive health care, 

including accessible mental health services, habilitative/rehabilitative services, long-term 

care, and dental/vision? 

 

Health care is a right, not a privilege. The Affordable Care Act increased coverage so that 

90% of Americans can access health care, but we cannot settle for less than full coverage 

for all Americans. The way to achieve this goal is to move towards universal health care. 

The first priority is to defend the ACA against the continued attack by the Trump 

administration and members of Congress. We are rapidly rolling back the progress made 

under the Obama Administration. Second, I support creating a federal public option to 

reduce consumer costs and increase consumer choice. The public option allows 

Americans to stay on their employer plan or Medicare Advantage plan but will create a 

pathway for the 10% not able to break into these two coverage options. I also support 

plans like Medicare X, allowing anyone under 65 years old to buy an expanded version of 

Medicare and forcing public and private options to compete on the market for price and 

quality. For both a public option and Medicare X, it is critical that we ensure these 

programs do not negatively affect abortion access, pregnancy and neonatal care, or care 

of individuals with disabilities, as some previous proposals would have done Finally, the 

federal government must negotiate with the pharmaceutical companies to reduce the cost 

of prescription drugs. It is wrong that Americans are paying several times what 

consumers in other countries are paying for drugs simply because the government has 

refused to leverage its power against these companies.  We must protect the hard-working 

gains under the ACA, lower the price of prescription drugs, and work towards full 

coverage for all Americans. 

 

12. What steps would you take to dismantle systemic white supremacy? How do you see 

systematic white supremacy negatively impacting your life?  

 

Our black and brown communities across Colorado deserve equality and equity in 

economic opportunity, education access, civil rights, and other issues that affect their 

lives and communities. In Congress, I intend to support policies that advance the fight for 



economic justice: equal pay for equal work, raising the overtime salary cutoff so that 

workers get paid for the work they are actually doing, protecting workers from wage 

theft, and ensuring paid leave for workers to care for a child or other loved one. Growing 

up in a working-class family, I paid my way through college working construction jobs 

and used veterans′ benefits to afford law school. I have lived the promise of the American 

Dream and recognize that families do not climb the ladder of economic opportunity 

alone. I was fortunate to have high quality neighborhood public schools, veterans 

benefits, and student loans and grants that allowed me opportunities I would never have 

otherwise had. The color of my skin, neighborhood I grew up in, and gender I was born 

with all increased my ability to make this possible. As a leader, it’s my obligation to 

recognize my own privileges and to force conversations around the systematic racism that 

continues to impact so many people in our community.  My plans for Affordable 

Housing, Criminal Justice Reform, and Economic Mobility and Consumer Protection 

reflect my commitment to taking a holistic approach to tackling the racial barriers that 

impact many facets of people’s lives. 


