
 
 

 

Dominique Jackson: Candidate Questionnaire for Endorsement 

1. Tells us a little bit about yourself, why you are running for office and what are your top 

priorities?  

I’m running because I’m no different from anyone else; I’ve had a hard life, but I’ve been able to 

advocate for myself and now I advocate for others as a current State Representative. I am running 

for re-election so that I can continue to build upon the good work that I have done, and to build 

more success for our collective futures! I run a lot of bills in housing justice. I’ve also called out RTD 

about transportation justice. I’ve run big consumer rights bills, measures to bring down the cost of 

healthcare, victim’s rights bills and environmental equity & safety bills.  

2. For our organization co-governance is critical in order for us to change the status quo in 

politics in our state. What is your plan for working with community if elected and what is your 

vision for co-governance? 

 I understand that community organizations have the ability to poll their members to find out what 

their priorities are. I rely on community-based organizations to help inform me of issues that are at 

the forefront, and to help me craft legislation to address those issues.  

I also want to empower community to come to the Capitol, to tell their legislators what they need, 

learn what can and what can’t be accomplished at the state level, and to testify on bills that are 

important to them. 

3. Would you support moving Colorado to a just and equitable transition that moves Colorado to 

100% Renewable Energy economy? If yes, explain your position, timeline, how, and if you 

would prioritize the voices of communities of color and workers in this transition and how you 

would advance this issue once in office.  

I would love to see us extricate ourselves from fossil fuels. But, I’m not going to make blanket 

promises that I can’t deliver and I don’t think telling people what they want to hear serves anyone. 

That said, I think it’s reasonable to move towards a PREDOMINANTLY renewable energy economy. I 

say this, not because I want to see the fracking industry survive (I don’t), but because being an 

elected official, I am acutely aware of the power, the money and the influence the Oil & Gas industry 

has. So, I don’t think it’s reasonable to assume that they will ever completely go away. (When in 

history have we ever seen something completely erased?)  

I ran an anti-fracking bill last session and will likely do so again. I am aware of just how much more 

of an issue O & G development is for not just Arapahoe County, but the City of Aurora as well. I think 

we have the 3rd or 4th most drilling permits pulled within the city limits in the first few months of 

last year. This is a priority!  



 
 

Of course, as a woman of color, I always prioritize the voices of POC. This is my lived experience, so 

who else is going to speak for us? 

4. Payday lenders who charge interest rates of +200% APR trap more than 12 million Americans 

in a cycle of debt and desperation each year. Will you support a 36% interest rate cap 

(Initiative 126 proposes this change as a ballot measure, would you publicly endorse and 

support this initiative)? How would you work to ensure and strengthen consumer 

protections? Additionally, how will you ensure banks, credit unions, and alternative lenders 

are equitably distributing lines of credit and resources to all people?  

I can’t imagine why I wouldn’t support initiative 126. Payday lenders must stop being allowed to 

prey on our communities. (If the initiative doesn’t get on the ballot, or doesn’t pass, or there are 

loopholes, I would love to talk about running legislation!)  

Still, I haven’t read the ballot initiative language, which I have to do before I make public promises. (I 

have to clearly understand the impacts and implications of everything I publicly support.) 

5. What policies do you support to ensure corporations and the 1% pay their fair share in taxes, 

and how would you address the increasing wealth disparity? Do you support repealing the 

GOP tax cuts on billionaires and corporations?  

Again, as a state legislator, I have no power to repeal something that Congress has done. That said, I 

have, and will continue to do, what I can to make sure that the people of Colorado are treated fairly 

by corporations. I ran a bill last session called the “arbitration transparency act” to force 

corporations to disclose any relationship they might have with an arbitration firm they hired to 

settle any dispute an employee or a customer might have. This way, people would more likely be 

treated more fairly. It was killed in the Senate, but I have every intention of running it again.  

I also participated in the “Fight for 15” protests. People are not lazy, they just want a fair shot. I 

strongly believe that we need to create an economy that works for everyone.  

6. What kind of policies would you propose to address the fact that communities of color have 

been disproportionately the victims of state sanctioned violence perpetrated by police and 

our prison system?  

I believe it’s wrong to fill our prisons with black and brown people who are non-violent drug 

offenders. I want to work to make sure that people who really need mental health care are not 

locked behind bars instead. And I strongly disagree with using taxpayer dollars to fund the 

profitable, private prison industry. I am sickened to see frightened children ripped apart from their 

parents, many of whom are only fleeing violence and seeking asylum. The images of children 

sleeping on cots with silver blankets haunts me.  

I just read about the arrests at the ICE facility in Centennial. I understand people were arrested for 

peacefully protesting. (I contributed to the go-fund me bail-out page.) As I wasn’t there, I can’t 

comment on why people were arrested, but some of the photos show lots of law enforcement with 

weapons. (I didn’t see any video or hear any audio. Nor do I have any information from the police 

about why the response was so strong.) I also don’t know much about deploying law enforcement 

tactical units, but simply from the photos, the response looked pretty over the top. I would have 



 
 

been so scared, so I can’t even begin to imagine the fear people who are threatened with 

deportation face. I can’t even imagine the horror of seeing your family member taken away. It’s 

despicable that law-abiding, hardworking people who have contributed to our collective society and 

who have lived in this country FOR DECADES are afraid.  

I am a reasonable human being, I try not to make snap decisions based only on news reports and 

social media postings, so I need to learn more about the facts about the Centennial protest in the 

coming days. I very much welcome hearing the perspectives of people who were there.  

I am also aware of cops acting as quasi-ICE agents in Colorado. In fact, I have made calls to the 

sheriff’s departments in Arapahoe, El Paso and Denver County to try and get information when I 

have heard of them trying to act as ICE enforcement when someone goes to pay a traffic ticket. 

(While I may not be able to do much, and I’m not an attorney, I do want these law enforcement 

agencies to know that at many legislators are watching.) I am also willing to talk about any potential 

legislation to stop the sharing of information about someone’s legal status.  

I have spent some time learning about the long and complex process of becoming documented as 

well.  

I’m also greatly concerned about the role of the Aurora Police Commission as it relates to allowing 

cops to stay on the force who even the police Chief has fired or disciplined for racist behavior. Again, 

this is a City of Aurora issue and it is up to council to address this problem. 

7. Would you support eliminating state preemption to allow cities and counties the ability to 

raise their minimum wage at a higher level than that of the state? What do you think the 

minimum wage should be?  

Yes, I would support such legislation. I don’t know what the minimum wage should be.  

8. What policies would you move forward to protect all immigrants, documented or not, and 

refugees? Do you support a path to citizenship for all undocumented immigrants, not just 

those with DACA? Would you support Colorado becoming a sanctuary state?  

There are a lot of refugees and immigrants in my house district. They are my neighbors, my friends, 

they make up beautiful fabric of our community. Yes, I support a path to citizenship for all. My 

ancestors were brought here as slaves, or had their native lands taken away. The rest of this country 

was built by hardworking people who came here to seek a better life. I am frankly, appalled and 

frightened by how divided this country has become over the issue of race.  

I don’t know exactly what it would mean for Colorado to become a “sanctuary state.” Again, I’m not 

an attorney, but I’m not sure there is a legal definition of a sanctuary state or city. This is a term I 

have only heard of within the last couple of years, so I don’t know if there is any real legal 

precedent. So, sure, the current administration can threaten to financially harm “sanctuary states,” 

but I really don’t know if those threats are substantive.  

I do know that the country we live in should be accepting of the wonderful, diverse array of people 

who come here. 



 
 

9. What would you do to ensure that affordable housing options are accessible in our state and 

how would you define who is eligible for affordable housing? Would you work to ensure that 

for any new development, a percentage of housing is affordable? What would that percent 

be? Do you support allowing local governments to control housing costs?  

I have run a bunch of bills to:  

• Create a statewide affordable housing fund  

• Allow survivors of domestic violence and assault to break their leases without being harmed 

financially  

• Allow tenants to withhold rent if their properties aren’t safe  

• Make it illegal for landlord to charge prospective tenants outrageous application fees  

• A bill to give tenants extra time to “cure” a default before being evicted  

I served as a Commissioner on Community Planning and Development for the /city of Aurora and as 

a Commissioner for Denver’s Road Home. I was also a homeless teenager, so, I making sure people 

have safe and affordable housing is one of my top priorities.  

10. How would you ensure that all people have access to comprehensive health care, including 

accessible mental health services, habilitative/rehabilitative services, long-term care, and 

dental/vision?  

Healthcare is a complex issue. You have hospitals (private, non-profit & community centers), health 

insurance (Medicaid, private insurance, Medicare, etc..), pharmacy benefit management companies 

and the pharmaceutical industry itself all contributing to the health and well-being of people. Each 

tends to point the finger at the other as the reason costs are high or quality care is not accessible.  

I do believe that mental health care should be included in general healthcare plans. I need to do 

more research to understand the history of the industry to find out why things like physical therapy 

are covered differently, or why dental and vision care are completely different plans before I can 

really address any potential solutions.  

I do believe that healthcare is a human right and that everyone should have access to quality and 

affordable care. 

11. What steps would you take to dismantle systemic white supremacy? How do you see 

systematic white supremacy negatively impacting your life?  

Clearly, a legislator can’t set policy to dismantle white supremacy. But, as a woman of color, I live 

with this issue every day.  

So I do what I can in my own little world. I try to find staff and volunteers to work at the Capitol who 

might not otherwise have access because learning how government works and how laws are made 

empowers people. I mentor other people of color and women who are interested in working on 

campaigns or running for office because I think that as more of us become involved, the more likely 

we can change things for our communities. And I talk to my white colleagues – and suggest experts 

who can come and coach us – because I know that it’s also going to take white allies to help us.  



 
 

There is work being done on a new harassment policy at the Capitol. While most people think of it 

as a policy to address sexual harassment, I have made it known that I expect the policy to address all 

forms of harassment, including racial harassment. I also call out racism and sexism when I see it. 


