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Jared Polis 

1. Tells us a little bit about yourself, why you are running for office and what are your top 

priorities? 

I’m running for governor because with Donald Trump dragging our nation backward and 

attacking our families, it’s up to us to lead the way with bold action here in Colorado. Together 

we can protect our Colorado way of life and make progress on the most important issues facing 

our state — the rising cost of living, the lack of access to affordable health care, and the need to 

fund our public schools. 

My priorities will be to bring down the high cost of child care by providing every child in our 

state with universal free full-day kindergarten and preschool, ensuring every child gets the strong 

start they need for a successful future; making our state 100 percent powered by renewable 

energy by 2040, creating good-paying green jobs that can never be outsourced; and building an 

economy that works for everyone, with affordable, high-quality health care for every family and 

wages that enable Coloradans to live and work in the communities they love. 

2. For our organization co-governance is critical in order for us to change the status quo in 

politics in our state. What is your plan for working with community if elected and what is 

your vision for co-governance? 

I believe that communities know their own needs best. Allowing the voice of these communities 

to be heard in our policy making is important in making sure that proper resources are available 

based on the unique needs of each community. When elected governor, my office will work to to 

have a robust constituent outreach arm and will seek to actively engage communities on the front 

end of policy discussions, not just after decisions are made. This will be an important tool in 

making sure that we are tackling shared priorities in an effective and efficient manner. 

3. Would you support moving Colorado to a just and equitable transition that moves 

Colorado to 100% Renewable Energy economy? If yes, explain your position, timeline, 

how, and if you would prioritize the voices of communities of color and workers in this 

transition and how you would advance this issue once in office. 

In the absence of national leadership from the White House, it is up to states like Colorado to 

chart our course for energy freedom. For our climate, for our national security, for our health, 

and for our economic growth, we need a bold goal of 100 percent renewable energy. As 

Governor, I will work with all involved parties to accomplish our statewide clean energy 

transition by 2040 while saving Coloradans money on their utility bills, and creating green-

energy jobs in Colorado that can never be outsourced. 

4. Payday lenders who charge interest rates of +200% APR trap more than 12 million 

Americans in a cycle of debt and desperation each year. Will you support a 36% interest 

rate cap (Initiative 126 proposes this change as a ballot measure, would you publicly 

endorse and support this initiative)? How would you work to ensure and strengthen 



consumer protections? Additionally, how will you ensure banks, credit unions, and 

alternative lenders are equitably distributing lines of credit and resources to all people? 

High interest rates, high fees, and short timelines for repayment are hallmarks of payday lending 

– a practice that can trap consumers in debt for years. For example, a loan worth $392 can result 

in $119 in fees and interest. In fact, payday loans have a $50 million impact on Coloradans 

across the state who are struggling to make ends meet. Colorado’s Attorney General’s office has 

found that people of color are disproportionately targeted by lenders in our state, and the Center 

for Responsible Lending has found that majority-minority areas in Colorado are twice as likely 

to have a payday lending business in their community. In 2010, Colorado passed landmark 

legislation curtailing the predatory practices of lenders, but lenders and borrowers have found 

loopholes. I support current efforts to reduce the cap for annual interest rates of these lenders 

from the astronomically high average of 129 percent to 36 percent, which is the cap on rates that 

Congress determined lenders are allowed to charge for members of the military. 

5. What policies do you support to ensure corporations and the 1% pay their fair share in 

taxes, and how would you address the increasing wealth disparity? Do you support 

repealing the GOP tax cuts on billionaires and corporations? 

The Republican tax giveaway was an excuse for lobbyists and well-funded special interests to 

cash in at the expense of everyone else. That’s why I introduced the Students Over Special 

Interests Act, which would repeal the GOP tax law and redirect that relief towards erasing 

student loan debt and improving college affordability. Additionally, I believe the time for paid 

family medical leave is now. No Coloradan should ever have to choose between taking care of 

themselves or a loved one and their job. 

6. What kind of policies would you propose to address the fact that communities of color 

have been disproportionately the victims of state sanctioned violence perpetrated by police 

and our prison system? 

We must begin ending our investment in private prisons in Colorado. By removing the profit 

motive from incarceration, we can far more effectively pursue reforms that will make a real 

difference in the lives of communities of color who are disproportionately targeted by our 

criminal justice system. In addition, we can reinvest those dollars towards workforce 

development programs that diversify economies, and ensure that incarceration isn’t the business 

that keeps main streets open in some parts of Colorado. 

Meaningful access to our justice system is critical to ensure due process and public safety. All 

Coloradans should be free from harassment, and feel protected by those hired to protect us. 

Cooperation between local law enforcement and communities of color helps to decrease crime 

and increase public safety for all of our communities, and it is therefore a critical tool that we 

must pursue. As governor I will work with local communities to promote healthy relationships 

between communities of color and local law enforcement. 



7. Would you support eliminating state preemption to allow cities and counties the ability 

to raise their minimum wage at a higher level than that of the state? What do you think the 

minimum wage should be? 

Yes. I believe that local municipalities should have the right to set minimum wage amounts that 

are greater than the state and national standard. I have supported past ballot initiatives that have 

raised Colorado's minimum wage to $12/hour. 

8. What policies would you move forward to protect all immigrants, documented or not, 

and refugees? Do you support a path to citizenship for all undocumented immigrants, not 

just those with DACA? Would you support Colorado becoming a sanctuary state? 

The Trump administration’s human rights abuses against immigrant families are appalling, and 

all of us — no matter our political party — have a moral responsibility to stand up against them. 

State policies and services intended to provide protection and assistance to our refugee 

population are critical in ensuring their successful resettlement and transition in to life in the U.S. 

Investing resources to provide services to vulnerable populations such as refugees is not only 

critical to their success, but it is also in the best interest of all residents of the State of Colorado. 

Existing programs in Colorado provide critical services to refugees upon arrival that include 

intensive case management, cultural orientation, career counseling, health care, financial literacy 

and English classes. Without these services, successful resettlement of refugees would be 

impossible. I will work closely with CDHE staff to ensure that Colorado is a welcoming state for 

refugees, and in identifying areas where refugee services and/or policies need modification. 

As governor, I will continue to advocate for the federal government to pass comprehensive 

immigration reform, and like most Coloradans, do not think that local law enforcement should be 

in the business of enforcing federal law. I believe community policing models are best. 

9. What would you do to ensure that affordable housing options are accessible in our state 

and how would you define who is eligible for affordable housing? Would you work to 

ensure that for any new development, a percentage of housing is affordable? What would 

that percent be? Do you support allowing local governments to control housing costs? 

We will create fair and equitable housing laws in our state that reduce barriers for people of color 

to find a safe and quality home, and allow for retirees and low-income Coloradans to stay in the 

communities they love. For example, landlords shouldn’t be allowed to charge application fees 

when they know that they have no vacancy, and renters would benefit from disclosure of the 

condition of their new home before signing a lease. And, in Colorado, an eviction on your record 

can be a permanent barrier to securing housing later on in life. I will work to reform our eviction 

laws to be more humane. 

In addition, I support utilizing vacant lots or buildings that can be repurposed managed by the 

State Land Board by making them available to developers on long-term low-cost leases so long 

as the land is used for truly affordable housing. I have a track record of getting this done. In 



Congress, I passed legislation that allowed for a 40 acre parcel of land to be sold to Summit 

County as a way to build affordable workforce housing in that community. 

10. How would you ensure that all people have access to comprehensive health care, 

including accessible mental health services, habilitative/rehabilitative services, long-term 

care, and dental/vision? 

Simply put, our health care system is ripping Coloradans off. With Washington D.C. abandoning 

its role in the fight for affordable and accessible health care, it’s time for Colorado to take the 

lead. I’m proud to have stood with President Obama in passing the Affordable Care Act, which 

brought affordable health care to millions of Americans around the country, including the 

hundreds of thousands who benefited right here in Colorado. I have long been a supporter of 

universal health care and as governor, I will continue to advocate and fight for universal 

coverage. As we pursue a collaborative regional health care system that lowers costs for 

Coloradans, we should also fight for reforms to our existing health care marketplace that 

prioritize the needs of patients and consumers, not the big insurance and pharmaceutical 

companies. 

The fight for a more affordable and equitable health care system was informative in my choice of 

Dianne Primavera to serve as my running mate. As a four-time cancer survivor, Dianne has been 

in the shoes of Coloradans who are struggling to navigate the bureaucracy of their insurance 

company, and in her professional and legislative role, she has been an advocate for 

comprehensive, affordable health care access for all. I’m excited to work alongside her to build a 

health care system that is truly affordable and provides higher quality of care and access for 

Coloradans. 

11. What steps would you take to dismantle systemic white supremacy? How do you see 

systematic white supremacy negatively impacting your life? 

Racism has cast a long and dark shadow on the progress of our nation. Discrimination is not only 

unfair and unjust, but hurts us all. In past gubernatorial forums, I have acknowledged the 

privilege I carry with me every day as a white man, and too often that privilege among our 

elected leaders can be a barrier to progress. With this in mind, we must be willing to have honest 

public conversations about race and racism in this country, and also to implement policies that 

address it. It will take a collective effort from leaders throughout this country to take a stand. 

That’s why one of the first steps I believe we can take is to center the voices of people of color in 

the next administration and ask the cabinet to put together an action plan to identify and remove 

pervasive discriminatory policies in our rule-making and in statute governing each department. 

 


